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G.R.E.A.T. NEWS 
 

(brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team) 
 

Judi’s Message (from Judi Brown, President of G.R.E.A.T. ) 
 
GOLDENFEST- 2004.  It was 1:00 p.m., an hour early for GoldenFest to begin.  Suddenly, the gate swung 
open, leashes were hung on the fence and in bounded 100+ energetic Golden Retrievers from as far away as 
Maryland.  Old friends were recognized and new friends were instantly made.  They were off, a sea of beautiful, 
smiling Golden faces with a Blue Tick Hound and two Siberian Huskies at their heels.  Everywhere, proud owners 
beamed as their “ golden”  children bounded with glee, returning every so often to make sure their owners were 
still there.  War stories were told, chaos reigned and suddenly, we were all one happy and proud Golden 
Retriever Family!!! 
 
The day featured “ Ten Tips for a Healthy Golden Retriever”  by Dr. Rebecca Williams, micro-chips, ear washes 
and nail clips, contests, silent auction, reunion photo and a golden blessing.  As the afternoon drew to a close, 
our exhausted Goldens languished in the shade, in the mud by the water bowls or by their owner’s side.  
GoldenFest was a huge success, raising $2,000 for medical care for future rescued Goldens.  We were all 
exhausted but proud of a “ job well done” . 
 
I wish to thank Sheri & Vic Scarborough, Kate and Mark Krenn and my husband, Reed, for their endless support 
and help.  Plans are already underway for our next event and we look forward to another “ G.R.E.A.T.”  turnout.  
Enjoy the summer! 
 
Judi 
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HOT DOG!  Did you pick up a copy of the new First Coast Pet  magazine?  It’s fabulous and 
filled with great local pet information that includes businesses, shelters/rescue groups, 
events, etc.  Their inaugural issue covers all the best bark parks and much more!  First Coast 
Pet provided G.R.E.A.T. with a complimentary GoldenFest event listing and rescue listing.  
Pick up your copy at many local pet businesses or e-mail subscriptions@firstcoastpet.com 

 
THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER ARE HERE! 

 

 
 
Boy it’s hot outside, and it’s just the first week in June!   Dogs left inside a hot parked car can prove to 
be a fatal mistake.  Even on a moderately warm 78 degree day, the temperature inside a shaded car 
is 90 degrees and a car parked in the sun can reach more than 120 degrees in minutes (and that’s 
with the windows partially open). 

What can you do if you see a dog in trouble?  Call the police.  They have the capability to enter 
the vehicle and rescue the dog.  Another option if the dog is at a shopping center is to ask for the 
store manager and give them the make, model, color and license number.  Ask them to immediately 
page the owner to the front.  All they need to say is, “I was concerned about your dog”.   Once this 
happens, most dog owners won’t make the same mistake again. 

While it may be uncomfortable for us to “get involved”, the dogs life may depend on it. 

Do all you can to make this summer an enjoyable one for your dog by keeping him/her cool and 
providing fresh and clean water at all times. 

 

LOOK TO OUR DOGS FOR EXAMPLE 

If you can start the day without caffeine..If you can get going without pep pills..If you can resist 
complaining and boring people with your troubles..If you can eat the same food every day and be 
grateful for it..If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time..If you 
can overlook it when something goes wrong through no fault of yours and those you love take it out 
on you..If you can take criticism and blame without resentment..If you can ignore a friend’s limited 
education and never correct him..If you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend..If you 
can face the world without lies and deceit..If you can conquer tension without medical help.  If you 
can relax without liquor..If you can sleep without the aid of drugs..If you can say honestly that deep in 
your heart you have not prejudice against creed, color, religion or politics..Then, my friends, you are 
almost as good as your dog!                                                                  

  (reprinted from an Ann Landers column) 
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PLEASE JOIN US IN WELCOMING THE FOLLOWING  GOLDENS 
AND THEIR OWNERS TO OUR G.R.E.A.T. FAMILY! (since January, 2004) 

Golden   Adopted by    Golden   Adopted by 

Buddy (9)  Gayla     Jenny II  (4)  Mary & Dean                                                                                                     
Scoobie Doo(4)  Shannon    Bee Jay (9 months) April 
Taz (8)   Sherrill     Amber (3)  Charlene & Tom 
Ginger (8 months) Linda & Michael    Jackson (4)  Mary Lee & Stan 
Maddie (8 Months) Ashley     Cody   Susan 
Levi (1)   Lucy     Yogi(2)   James 
Shadow (4)  John     Lucy (8 months)  Kathy & Austin 
Buddy (1)  Kathy & Bruce    Boomer (4)  Robin & Stan 
Simon (8 months) Jeannine & John   Toby (8 months) Julie & Chris 
Lucy (3)  April & Brian    Buddy (3)  Belinda & James 
Buddie (3)  Sherrie & Robert   Colby (1)  Lisa & John 
Little Jack (10 wks) Linda     Honey (7 months) Sheila 
Bart (4)   Anita & George    Jake (3)  George 
Casey (4)  Merline & Nelson   Connor (8 months) Michell & John 
Jasper (4)  Laurie & Bill    Alanya (8 months) Sharon & Fred 
Shadow (9)  Charlene & Tom   Spunky (8 months) Pam & Donald 

 

These lovely girls are  9-year old Shadow (the furry one), and Julieanne.  Shadow is a very recent adoption and was 
rescued from the Jacksonville Humane Society.  She spent time with one of our wonderful foster families, The Stordahls, 
before being adopted by Charlene, Tom, and Julieanne.    Shadow is the second G.R.E.A.T. Rescue for Charlene & Tom.  
They adopted Amber, age 3, earlier this year. 

 

  Special thanks to our Foster Families 

Kim and Eric Stordahl, Tom and Teresa Hensley, Susan and Justin Martin, Sue and Bill Van Abs, Merline and 
Nelson Harbin, Mary Lee and Stan Miller, Kathy Nelson and Austin Barbour, Pam and Donald Porter! 
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OUR G.R.E.A.T.  RESCUE “ WISH LIST”  

Want to help G.R.E.A.T. Rescue, but you’re not sure how?  These are some of our current needs.  Please let us know if 
you can help at greatrescue@comcast.net. 
 

·  Volunteers to make home visits to assess Goldens taken into our Rescue 
·  Volunteers to make home visits to assess potential adopting families to ensure safe environment 
·  Volunteer(s) to donate the development of a G.R.E.A.T Rescue website 
·  Volunteer to serve as Foster Home Coordinator 
·  Volunteers to work on future G.R.E.A.T. fundraisers! 
·  A commercial printer to print our newsletter free of charge 

 
 

How Many Dogs Does It Take To Change A Light Bulb?  

1. Border collie:  Just one.  And then I’ll replace any wiring that’s not up to code. 
2. Dachshund:  You know I can’t reach that stupid lamp! 
3. Rottweiller:  Make me. 
4. Lab:  Oh, me, me!!!  Pleeeeeeze let me change the light bulb!  Can I?  Can I?  Huh? Huh? 

Huh? Can I? Pleeeeeze, please, please, please! 
5. German Shepherd:  I’ll change it as soon as I’ve led these people from the dark, checked to 

make sure I haven’t missed anything, and made just one more perimeter patrol to see that 
nobody has taken advantage of the situation. 

6. Old English Sheep Dog:  Light bulb?  I’m sorry, but I don’t see a light bulb. 
7. Jack Russell Terrier:  I’ll just pop it in while I’m bouncing off the walls and furniture. 
8. Boxer:  Who cares?  I can still play with my squeaky toys in the dark? 
9. French Poodle:  Change a light bulb?  I’ll get the butler to take care of it for me, darling! 
10. Maltese:   I’ll get to it just as soon as I’ve been shampooed, combed out, clipped, and had my 

nails painted. 
11. Golden Retriever:  The sun is shining, the day is young, we’ve got our whole lives ahead of 

us, did I mention that it’s a beautiful day…and you’re inside worrying about a burned out bulb? 

 

G.R.E.A.T. Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. serves northeastern Florida and southeastern Georgia.  
G.R.E.A.T. is a 501C3 not-for-profit organization and is affiliated with the Golden Retriever 
Club of America.  To contact us, write to G.R.E.A.T. at 2424 Hawcrest Drive East, Jacksonville, 
Florida 32259 or telephone us at (904) 287-0712.  E-mail us at  GREATrescue@comcast.net.  
As of today, G.R.E.A.T. has placed over 100 Golden Retrievers!  Ideas, advice, or stories for 
your next newsletter?  E-mail Sheri Scarborough, Editor, at sbscarborough@comcast.net. 

 
 
 

 G.R.E.A.T RESCUE OF NE FLORIDA, INC. PAGE FOUR 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
This handsome four-year old is Casey.  Casey’s new parents, Merline and Nelson, were 
dogless until they learned about G.R.E.A.T. Rescue on the local cable show, Comcast 
Connects.  Casey is as happy as can be in his “ forever home” .  Merline and Nelson provided 
foster homes to Jeffrey (now Buddie) and Jake this year! 
 

                                                                                        

 
Have you made your vacation plans yet?  Thought about taking your best friend along?  Try 
these websites for pet-friendly accommodations… 
 

www.travelpets.com 
www.petswelcome.com 
www.petvacations.com 
www.petsonthego.com (your editor’s favorite) 
www.travelingdogs.com 

 

                                                                                                                                
 
 
AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION:  Dallas, a 4 year-old Golden, was just rescued from a backyard 
in Gainesville, Florida, where he spent his life tied-up outside.   Because of the death of his 
owner, Dallas is in need of a loving family, one that will give him the proper life that a Golden 
needs.  He hasn’t been neutered and is heartworm positive at this time.  G.R.E.A.T. Rescue will 
provide the resources to handle these two issues.   If you know of a loving family that might 
be interested in Dallas, please contact us at greatrescue@comcast.net 
 
 
  “ The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue.”  
  
           -Anonymous 
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