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G.R.E.A.T. NEWS

Brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team!

Prepare yourself, a favorite “blonde” joke follows. It's all in fun!
Question: What do you call a smart blonde?

Answer: A Golden Retriever, of course!

In this issue of G.R.E.A.T. NEWS:

GoldenFest 2005!

The Scottish Highland Games

Animal Planet Expo at Metropolitan Park
2005 Foster Families

Our “wish list”

New G.R.E.A.T. Families!

Puppy-proof your summer picnic

Many popular foods can be unhealthy for your dog. Greasy, spicy
foods can give your dog digestive problems. Chicken bones can
splinter and become a choking hazard. Tinfoil and other wrappers
can cause intestinal blockage and vomiting. Leftovers that have been
out for hours in the heat can cause food poisoning. Help your dog
stay healthy by keeping your pet away from the food table and the
trashcans.
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GoldenFest 2005

On April 2", GoldenFest 2005 (or should we say Mudfest) was held and it
was a GREAT success, bringing together over 75 Golden Retrievers and
their families and raising $2,400 for our future rescues. The weather threw
us a curve and the only one more muddy than Judy Brown was the Golden
who spent the afternoon rolling in a mud puddle. Special thanks to Dr.
Rebecca Williams and the Briarcliff Animal Hospital staff for being on hand
to micro-chip and give us tips on “Keeping Golden Retrievers Healthy”,
and Bob Hammesfahr, Animal Trainer and Behaviorist, for judging our
contests. Thank you to Dogwood Park, as well!

The winners of our contests were:

Jenny - Most Obedient - Owned by Rev. Dean Veltman
Bailey - Best Trick - Owned by Chris Neidhardt

Megan - Best Newspaper Toss - Owned by Max Ricklane
Tucker - Senior Tennis Ball Toss - Owned by Bill Hamilton
Ginger - Junior Tennis Ball Toss - Owned by Pam Carey

Thanks to all of you that brought the many wonderful items for our silent
auction!

Animal Planet Expo

Many, many thanks to our friends at Comcast for giving G.R.E.A.T. the
opportunity to be the only dog rescue at the Animal Planet Expo held May
7- 8" at Metropolitan Park. We made many new acquaintances, renewed
some old friendships and introduced G.R.E.A.T. Rescue to a crowd of
23,000! We also appreciate our beloved Goldens who wore their Golden
smiles and their families who manned our booth for two days!
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A special thanks to our 2005 Foster Volunteers:

Kathy and Austin Barbour — Chase and Bonnie
Judi and Reed Brown — Rose
Karen Frigo — Bailey
Katy and Mark Krenn — Ben, Bo, Luv, Mollie, Gina, and Scooby
Bari McDaniel — Shea and Dusty
Dawn and Keven — Ferris
Becki Robinette — Honey
Georgette and Julio Romano - Farley

LAKE CITY/LIVE OAK VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Do you know someone in the Lake City or Live Oak area that loves Golden
Retrievers? We often get calls from this area and need someone we can call
who would be willing to check on available dogs for us at the shelter. It might
include keeping a dog for a few days while we make transportation
arrangements. If so, please contact us at greatrescue@comcast.net.

WELCOME TO THE G.R.E.A.T. FAMILY!

Nick Callahan adopted Samantha

Nora Abraham adopted Belle

Laura Lee Baer adopted Farley
Rebecca Head adopted Princess

Krista Lander adopted Taz

Paul Sujka adopted Toby

Kathy and Mike Kohlbeck adopted Maggie
Tezo Cunningham adopted Scoobie
Linda Turnage adopted Mollie

Jennifer Washburne adopted Abby
Josiana and Frank Stewart adopted Honey
Barb and Bill Watson adopted Emma
Jane Istre adopted Tiger

Judy Woster adopted Luv

Susan and Charles Riley adopted Shea
Sandy Battige adopted Ben

Tonya Youmans adopted Chase

Julie Richmond adopted Bailey

Linda and Bill Kirk adopted Bailey

Lois and Albert House adopted Gina
Judi and Reed Brown adopted Rose
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‘Scottish Games and Festival

G.R.E.A.T Rescue had the pleasure of participating in the NE Florida
Scottish Games and Festival in February. Golden Retrievers originated in
the Highlands of Scottland in the late 1800’s and owes their development to
Lord Tweedmouth. Plan to join us next year at this exciting event, making
new friends, participating in parades, and enjoying the heritage of our
wonderful Goldens. A special thanks to the youngest members of the
Tillery family for helping us lead the “dog parades”! We followed the
bearded collies in the photo below.

We're Planning a Yard Sale!

Having a neighborhood or church yard/garage sale? We’'d love to be a part
of it! We are planning a fall sale to generate some additional funds for our
Rescue. Remember, one man’s junk is another man’s treasure, so please
think about this opportunity to assist the Rescue before you toss! Please
contact us at greatrescue@comcast.net if you know of a large sale that we
can participate in!
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@A Letter From One of Our New G.R.E.A.T. Families @

Dear G.R.E.A.T.,

Several weeks ago we had the good fortune of adopting Emma, a 2 year-old
female. Emma was very loved by her previous family and now we know why. She
has adjusted very well to her new family and surroundings, and met a few
neighborhood friends too.

We lost our Cocker Spaniel, Max, a few months ago, and struggled with when we
would fill the obvious void and with what breed of dog. Our friends, Vic and Sheri,
suggested that we come to an event at the dog park and see what the Golden
Retriever was like. This was a way for us to get a true feel for the breed, and
experience what G.R.E.A.T is all about.

It was the right thing to do. And after a loving male sauntered over to me, leaned
against my leg and gently nudged my hand to the top of his head as his
comforting eyes rose to meet mine...I was hooked! | filled out the thorough
application and stood ready to share our love with a new friend.

A few weeks went by and the phone range. Judy had an adoption that might be a
good fit and sent some photos. We instantly thought the same and tried to
control our excitement. The day came and we waited patiently for the arrival of
Emma. The first week, she knew this was not her home and we were not her
family, but let us “in” anyway. Over the last weeks, Emma has become
comfortable in our home and very loved by us.

We hope the family we adopted Emma from could know that she is doing very well
and will always be grateful for their love.

We thank you very much for matching us with Emma. She has brought a bright
ray of sunshine back into our home.

Sincerely,
The Watsons

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR

G.R.E.A.T. Rescue, a 501 ( ¢ ) 3 Not for Profit Organization, has grown
considerably over the past four years with our mail distribution reaching 300
pieces. We are seeking a business or individual that would be willing to donate
the printing/fund four mailing per year (3 newsletters and 1 letter) in return for
recognition in each newsletter. If you or your company is interested, please
contact us at (904) 287-0712.
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Judi’'s Message...from Judi Brown, President of G.R.E.A.T. Rescue

Rose. In Mid-April, G.R.E.A.T. learned of what appeared to be a very elderly
female Golden Retriever at the Jacksonville Animal Control. Upon contacting
them, we were told that she had some hair loss (not mange), was spayed and
heartworm negative. On April 27", | went to Animal Control to get “Rose”. Upon
completing the paperwork and paying the fee, | saw a kennel keeper coming
toward me wearing rubber gloves and leading something on a leash. Gasps went
out from the office workers as he moved her toward the gate and someone
commented that they were surprised that “she was not euthanized”. This poor
filthy pathetic dog standing before me with her head and tail hanging down was
beyond any rescue we have every experienced and was barely recognizable as a
Golden Retriever.

Rose had runny eyes, caked and runny ears, no hair on her hindquarters, legs, tail
and part of her back, was very overweight (107 Ibs), had black skin and smelled
beyond description! As | eased her into my car with my foot and rolled down all
the windows, | wondered if there was anything that could possibly be done for this
poor soul. Upon examination at Briarcliff Animal Hospital, it was determined that
Rose is only 6-7 years old, has a thyroid problem and a yeast infection over her
entire body! (continued on next page).
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Rose...Continued. After spending ten days in the hospital, Rose came to our
house to be fostered. And so it began: baths every three days, antibiotics for two
months, thyroid medication daily and Phenobarbital daily for the seizures she
experienced while stabilizing her meds.

Today, after spending two months at our house and joining in the companionship
of our four Golden Girls, Rose is blossoming. Her bare spots are covered with
about an inch of thick Golden fur, her skin is now pink and healthy, she has lost
22 Ibs. And her tail never, ever stops wagging. She is the perfect girl in the house
and a barrel of laughs outside, constantly tossing pinecones and chasing a ball.
Her heart and spirit are “solid Gold”.

My heart just breaks when | think of the wonderful dogs out there, just like Rose,
who probably had a good life at sometime, but somewhere, somehow, something
went wrong. On days when | feel overwhelmed and distressed, a glance at Rose
puts it all in perspective. With every wag of her tail, | know she is saying, “thanks
for saving me” but I, in turn, also can reply, “thanks for giving me the courage to
give this wonderful Golden girl a second chance and to know the true meaning of
“Rescue”. On July 2" we decided to adopt Rose!

Judi and Reed Brown and Katie, Brooke, Ellie and Paige

(Our beautiful Rose today, pictured below)

Our “Wish List”

Foster Families
Transportation Volunteers
Leashes and Collars
No-Cost Boarding Facilities

G.R.E.A.T Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. is a 501 ( ¢)3 organization. Please
i address any communications to www.greatrescue.org or Post Office Box
600878, Jacksonville, FL 32260-0878 or by telephone at (904) 287-0712.

G.R.E.A.T. RESCUE OF NE FLORIDA, INC. - PAGE SEVEN



