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G.R.E.A.T. NEWS 
 

Brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team! 
 

In this issue of G.R.E.A.T. NEWS: 
·  Garage Sale Success! 
·  Electronic Newsletter in 2006! 
·  More information on Toxic Foods/Poisonous Plants 
·  Mark Your Calendars for Goldenfest 2006! 
·  New G.R.E.A.T. Families! 

 
      One Man’s Trash….Is Another’s Treasure!    

 
It’s true!  Great Rescue held 2 garage sales this quarter and raised over 
$750.  Our thanks go to the Kohlbecks and the Scarboroughs for hosting 
these sales.  These funds will provide Heartworm Treatments for three 
rescued Golden Retrievers, thus, ultimately saving their lives!   
 
GREAT Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. will be hosting quarterly garage sales 
and we ask that you save your usable household items such as small 
furniture, vases, books, toys, etc. (no clothes).  Because we are a 501c3 
not-for-profit organization, your donations may be tax deductible.  You will 
be given a receipt upon delivery of items.  All items not sold will be 
donated to another charitable organization, such as the Jacksonville 
Humane Society Thrift Store or Goodwill. 
 
Your Golden Retriever may have benefited from just such a fundraiser, so 
when you clean out your closets, garage, and attic, please think of us 
before you toss.  Contact us at greatrescue@comcast.net for more 
information.  Your junk could be GOLDEN Treasure! 
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Mark Your Calendars for GoldenFest 2006! 

 
Our third annual GoldenFest has been scheduled for Saturday, April 1st at 
Dogwood Park in Jacksonville!  GoldenFest, our annual fundraiser, allows 
our Rescue to continue to provide medical care for new Golden Retrievers 
brought into the Rescue.  What is GoldenFest?  It is a celebration of Golden 
Retrievers, a reunion of rescued Goldens,  and an opportunity to spend 
time with others who simply have a love for this breed!   We successfully 
raised over $2400 at Goldenfest 2005.   All are welcome and more details 
will follow! 
 

 
Foods Your Golden Retriever SHOULDN’T Eat! 

(from Pedigree.com) 
 

 

 
1. Chocolate is toxic to canines.  The darker the chocolate, the more 

harmful.  Side effects could cause your dog to vomit, have diarrhea, 
experience an irregular heart beat, have increased urination, and 
experience muscle tremors and seizures.  The effects can be serious.  
Death from chocolate toxicity can occur within 24 hours. 

2. Coffee, tea and cola. 
3. Macadamia nuts 
4. Onions and garlic 
5. Raisins and grapes 
6. Avocados 
7. Sugarless gums and candies (the sugar substitute can cause a rapid 

drop in your dogs’ blood sugar) 
8. Yeast dough (like the kind used in making bread) can expand and 

possibly rupture the stomach or intestines 
9. All over the counter drugs! 

 

                     Electronic Newsletter in 2006! 
 
In an effort to reduce costs (paper, copying, postage), we’ll start sending 
the newsletter electronically in 2006.  If you don’t have access to a 
computer, we’ll be glad to continue sending a paper copy.  Please send 
your name, address, and e-mail address to fourdogfarm@yahoo.com 
(Kathy Kohlbeck).   Please mark your subject line GREAT Newsletter.  Your 
information will always remain private with GREAT Rescue. 
 

G.R.E.A.T. RESCUE OF NE FLORIDA, INC. – PAGE TWO 

 
 

 



 

GREAT News Around The Rescue! 

     

  
 
THANK YOU to Billie Hatten of St. George, Georgia, who volunteered to become 
our “Golden Scout” in the Lake City, Live Oak and South Georgia Area.  Billie 
owns five glorious golden retrievers and will be assisting us with rescuing 
Goldens from the shelters in her area.  She’s already helped with three! 
 
Congratulations to Emma, whose picture appeared in the October issue of 
Water’s Edge magazine.  Emma appeared with the magazine editor, Sarah 
Wood Hunt, and her mom, Barb Watson! 
 
Thanks to our wonderful foster families:  Kate and Mark Krenn, Bari McDaniel 
and family, Karen Frigo, Sue and Bill Van Abs, Dawn Wright and Kevin, Becky 
Robinette, Kathy and Austin Barbour! 
 
Congratulations to Tyler Tool who was recently awarded the AKC Canine Good 
Citizen Award.  Tyler and his mom, Sandy, belong to a group called Canines for 
Christ in St. Augustine and they will be visiting area nursing homes to bring cheer 
and love to the residents.  In order to become a Canine Good Citizen, Tyler 
successfully completed the 10 required obedience exercises as outlined by the 
American Kennel Club. 

 
 

WELCOME TO THE G.R.E.A.T. FAMILY  
Lois and Albert House adopted Gina 
Diane P. and Family adopted Rusty 

Joanie & Link Mitchell adopted Buddy III 
Alison and Brice Garcia adopted Bonnie 

Kennett Boehm adopted Toby III 
Mindy and Michael Chambers adopted Dusty 

Holly and John Thompson adopted Libby 
John Crouse adopted Judie who joins Ben, previously adopted from GREAT 

Eric Moore adopted Amy 
Nicolle and Troy Benscoter adopted Jake 

Carla and Pete Dixon “foster to adopt” Sam 
Suzanne Ahlstrom “foster to adopt” Miss Maggie 
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Judi’s Message…from Judi Brown, President of G.R.E.A.T.Rescue  
 
We recently had a near tragic occurrence when one of our Golden Retrievers, who is being 
fostered, tangled with a Sago Palm.  Sam was very fortunate-maybe his youth or the small 
amount he ingested saved him, but a previous applicant tells the heartbreaking story of losing his 
Golden to a “little chewing” on a Sago Palm.  If you have one in your yard, GET RID OF IT.  It is 
highly toxic. 
 

As we approach the Holiday season, many of us will be placing lovely greenery in our homes and 
yards to celebrate the Season.  Below is a list of some of the more popular POISONOUS holiday 
plants as well as others we have in our yards all year long.  Call 1888-426-4436 A.S.P.C.A. 
Poison Control Center for more information. 
 

Mistletoe   Bittersweet  Wisteria Vines 
Poinsettia   Kalanchoe  Cyclamen 
Foxglove   Holly   Azaleas 
Rhododendron   Clematis Vines  Periwinkle 
Virginia Creeper  Ligustrum  Creeping Charlie  
Yews    Asparagus Ferns Hydrangea 
English Ivy   Morning Glory  Jasmine Vines 
Various Bulbs   Peace Lily  Corn Plant 
 

The calls have been coming in fast and furious for Golden Retrievers in distress and our 
volunteer crew is now down to a bare minimum.  I am asking each of you to consider our need for 
foster and transportation volunteers. If you adopted a Golden Retrieve from GREAT, you have 
benefited from another person who took the time to care.   
 

With the recent hurricanes throughout the Southeast, the Golden Retriever rescue in the 
Panhandle is forced to close its doors until 2006 due to the influx of dogs and lack of fosters.  
Because of the recent outbreak of kennel cough/flu, many rescues including GREAT have no 
place to board affected Goldens for the 1-3 weeks it takes to get them back into good health. In 
addition, you may have heard that the Jacksonville Humane Society has become a “no kill” 
shelter which means they can only accommodate a limited number of animals.  The balance must 
go to Jacksonville Animal Care and Control which is taking in between 75-100 animals a day!!  
Their conditions are vastly overcrowded which promotes the spread of diseases such as Kennel 
Cough.  GREAT has been notified that any infected Goldens must be immediately taken by our 
rescue or you can guess the outcome. 
 

Here’s how you can help: 
BECOME A FOSTER: All dogs coming into our rescue are given a complete medical 
examination, vaccinations, checked for worms and heart worm and then placed in a foster home.  
If they have ongoing health issues such as heart worm, we simply ask the foster to drop the dog 
off for appointments scheduled at your convenience.  ALL medical expenses are funded by 
GREAT.  You may download a foster application by going to our website at GREATRESCUE.org.   
 

ASK FRIENDS, FAMILY MEMBER AND NEIGHBORS who have no other pets to foster a Golden 
Retriever who has Kennel Cough/Flu until the dog has recovered.  This is not contagious to 
humans and is an ideal situation for someone who is retired, travels with work or just does not 
want the responsibility of a dog full time, yet would love some Golden smooches now and then 
 

HELP WITH TRANSPORTATION: Volunteers are needed who can pick up dogs throughout 
Northeast Florida/Southeast Georgia from shelters and private homes and take them to our 
Rescue Veterinary Hospital.  Often dogs must be removed from shelters or they will be 
euthanized so help in this area is also critical.   
 

Please give some thought to this urgent request and open your hearts and homes to these 
Golden Retrievers that deserve a second chance! 
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Our condolences to Kristi and Rob Kluba, whose beloved Golden Retriever, 
Mollie, crossed the Rainbow Bridge on September 23rd. 

 
We are extremely grateful to Briarcliff Animal Hospital for the major discount they 
provide to our Goldens.  They always assist us at a moments notice.  We do 
hope you’ll support this facility, as they truly love our Goldens! 
 

                                                    DOG JOKES 101          (as posted at ahajokes.com) 
 

Q: Why did the poor dog chase his own tail? 
A: He was trying to make both ends meet! 

 
Q: What do you get if you cross a sheepdog with a rose? 

A: A collie-flower! 
 

Q: Why do dogs wag their tails? 
A: Because no one else will do it for them!  

 
Q: What is the dogs favorite city? 

A: New Yorkie! 
 

Q: Who is the dogs favorite comedian? 
A: Growlcho Marx! 

 
Q: How can you tell if your dog isn’t smart? 

A: It chases parked cars! 
 

Q: What do you get if you cross an Irish Setter with the Concorde? 
A: A jet setter! 

 
Q: Why did the dachshund bite the woman©s ankle? 

A: Because he was short and couldn©t reach any higher! 
 

Q: Why did the snowman call his dog Frost? 
A.  Because frost bites 

 
Q: What is the difference between Father Christmas and a warm dog? 

A: Father Christmas wears a whole suit, a dog just pants! 
 

Happy Holidays from GREAT Rescue!  

 
                       

Please address any communications to greatrescue@comcast.net or Post Office 
Box 600878, Jacksonville, FL 32260-0878.       www.greatrescue.org. 
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