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G.R.E.A.T. NEWS 
 

Brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team! 
 

GOLDENFEST 2006! 
 

Get ready – GoldenFest is just around the corner and we hope to see you, your 
entire family, and, of course, your Golden Retrievers!  That’s right, get ready for 
another action-packed two hours of laughter, fun, GREAT friends, and the 
privilege of joining 100+ Golden Retrievers in ACTION! 
 

GoldenFest 2006 will be held on Saturday, April 1, 2006 (no foolin’) from  
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at Dog Wood Park in Jacksonville.  Events will include a mini 
dog-dental evaluation and tips for maintaining good dental health from 
Dr. Rebecca Williams at Briarcliff Animal Hospital.  Fresh Prints Pet Lodge will 
be on-hand to do a mini-groom (ears and toes) if needed.  Of course we’ll have 
our Silent Auction, Contests (Best Retrieve, Best Trick, Most Obedient, etc),  
Blessing of The Goldens, Anniversary Cake, Beverages, and access to all 
facilities at Dog Wood Park. 
 

So, clean off your lawn chairs, gather your family (including your Best Friend) 
and prepare for a wonderful time at GoldenFest 2006.  Don’t forget your camera!   
 

Do you work for a business that provides services, sells items, is a restaurant, 
hotel or entertainment center?  If so, why not ask them to make a donation to our 
Silent Auction at GoldenFest!  Great Rescue is a 501c3 not-for-profit 
organization and their donation may be tax deductible. All proceeds from 
GoldenFest will fund medical expenses for future rescued Golden Retrievers. 
 

Need directions?  The park is ½ mile south of Dave and Busters.  Visit 
www.jaxdogs.com for a map to Dog Wood Park!  See you there! 
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THE WELCOME                                                                                     (from G.R. News) 
 
I hear it!  I hear the car!  HER car!  And she’s coming this way!  Oh, oh, I must run in and grab a gift!  I must 
greet her with a gift!  Oh, ‘BONK’ missed the step.  No matter.  I must hurry.  Move over, doggy door! She’s 
coming, she’s coming.  Gift, gift, where, what, oh, oh, oh, oh!  A plastic bottle she drinks from, right here on top 
of the container they call trash!  Oh, perfect.  She’s coming, she’s coming!  Oh, oh, oh. The door!  I hear the 
door sound that sounds right before she comes in!  Oh, it’s OPENING!  SHE’S HOME! 
 

Oh, oh, ‘wiggle, wiggle, wiggle’ I cannot be still!  You’re home!  And look, look, I have this nice bottle!  Oh, oh, 
you’re home!  YOU’RE HOME! I have missed you so much, you’ve been gone hours, weeks, days, years!  And 
so much has happened!  A dog ran by and I chewed a tree and Pluto slept under the house and it rained a 
little!  Oh, oh, oh!  You’re home, you’re home! And you’re touching me!  I can’t stand it, it’s so marvelous!  Oh, 
and you’re speaking!  “Murble, murble, good boy, murble, murble.”  YES!  Your happy voice!  Oh, I’m about to 
burst!  I’m so happy, happy, happy! Yes!  I want to jump!  I’m not supposed to jump, but oh, oh, just a little 
jump! 
 

“Off.” 
 

Darn. 
 

Oh, I cannot be still.  I’ll roll over and wiggle on my back!  Oh, yes, She’s rubbing me – my tummy, my head, 
my sides!  Oh, oh, oh.  Now what?  Now where’s she going?  Oh, oh, yes!  Back to the room where we sleep at 
night!  Great!  It has the big pad we sleep on and ‘L-E-A-P’.  I can get up here close to here.  And here she 
comes!  Oh, oh, oh!  I can stand on my legs and put my paws around her neck and – uh oh.  Can’t lick with this 
bottle in my mouth.  But it’s my present to her!  Oh, oh, what to do?  And she’s rubbing me!  But I want to lick 
her, oh, oh, I think I’m about to burst! 
 

“Off.” 
 

Oh, darn. 
 

Drop the bottle.  Oh, Yes, She’s coming back.  She took off the pieces she puts on her eyes and I can stand 
and ‘lick, lick’.  I love you.  I love you, I love you, I love ‘lick, lick, lick’ you taste so good, salty, sweet.  I love 
that stuff you smear on your face every day.  I love to lick it off, oh, oh, and you’re rubbing me again.  My back, 
my head, my ears, oh, oh, ‘lick, lick, lick’.  “Murble, murble, Mac, good boy, murble, murble.” 
 

“Off.” 
 

Darn. 
 

I will lay here and watch her.  Watch her peel her fur – it’s not very warm fur, I don’t think.  How does she do 
that?  And I will get that look on my face that always makes her come and rub me.  The look where I roll my 
eyes up, and keep my head flat here and she will come…and she’s putting on her play skin!  Yes! We will play 
– sometime.  My tail cannot be still.  I am SO happy, happy, happy.  Now she’s going in the room with the 
wonderful water bowl.  I LOVE that water bowl – always cool, clean water!  She’ll be out in a minute, just a 
minute, just a minute, just a…yes, she’s coming.  She’s here again.  Oh, oh, oh.   
 
Now back to the room with the box that has pictures and sounds.  Ah, I know what happens now.  
Yes, she’s laying on that big pad there.  Now she’ll sleep.  But that’s okay.  She’s HOME!  SHE’S 
home.  She’s home.  And she smells tired, so I will lay beside her here and guard her and wait while 
she sleeps.  And when she wakes up she won’t smell so tired.  And we’ll play and play.  S-i-g-h.  I’ll 
just rest with her now, and smell here while she sleeps.  And wait again.  For the next thing that happens, 
HE’LL be home…   And the, oh, oh, zzzzzz…….. 
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News Around The Rescue! 
     
             

                        
 

A VERY SPECIAL GIFT 
 

Last month, we received a lovely note with a check for $150 enclosed.  The note read “At my 9th 
birthday party, I asked for donations instead of gifts.  I’d like to donate what I received to GREAT 
Rescue.  I hope you can use it to help Goldens like our Lucy.    From Caroline. 
 

To Caroline, we say THANK YOU! 
 

GREAT RESCUE HONORED 
 

As most of you know, there are thousands of dog/animal rescues around the country.  GREAT 
Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. is proud to be named one of five hundred rescues throughout the United 
States to be selected as a Purina Pro Plan “Rally to Rescue” Rescue.  With that honor, GREAT is 
privileged to be associated with such a reputable and recognizable name, Purina.   
 

                               Holiday Contribution Campaign Thanks  
 

GREAT Rescue wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the following individuals who made our 
Holiday Contribution Campaign a success! 
 

Anonymous – San Diego    Rick A.Lane 
Lori Bailey      Ann McLamb 
Judi & Reed Brown     Mary Lee & Stan Miller 
Jim Cary      Joan & Lincoln Mitchell 
The Cross family in memory of Copper  R.B. Moran 
Dylewski Family in memory of Shadow  Sharon L. Morrissey 
Martha Havens     Pamela Porter 
Rebecca Head     Georgette & Julio Romero 
Mollie Henry and Friday    Michael Ronyan 
Barbara Hunter     Vic & Sheri Scarborough 
Ellen & John Joyce     Sandra Tool 
Jane & Ralph Klein     Sue Van Abs & Swisher International 
Robert Malcolm     Capt. Dean Veltman USN (Ret)  

 

                                              Thanks To Our Foster Families! 
 

Kathy & Austin Barbour    Karen Frigo 
Wendy Goetz     Kathy & Mike Kohlbeck   
Kate & Mark Krenn     Jessie Pomeroy 
Becki Robinette 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

Great Rescue extends condolences to:        
 

The Lockhart Family on the loss of Clair, their beloved and faithful companion of 14 years. 
 
The Cross Family, who lost Copper, their Golden Retriever, who was as lovely as her name. 
 
The Dylewski Family who recently lost Shadow, a GREAT Rescue dog.  She leaves behind her faithful companion, 
another GREAT rescue.   
 
We also mourn the loss of two very special boys, Sisco and Dylan, who crossed the Rainbow Bridge looking for a better 
life.  Although they never reached their goal of being placed in a loving home, they briefly enjoyed a loving touch, a gently 
voice and a warm clean place to lay their heads. 
 
The following is shared with all of you that have lost a dog, and is printed in memory of Katie Brown, the beloved Golden 
Retriever of Judi and Reed Brown, who passed away recently, just one month shy of 16 years.  She leaves behind her 
daughters, Brooke, Cassie, and Amber.   
 

A Parting Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, please open your gates 
and call St. Francis 
to come escort this beloved companion 
across the Rainbow Bridge. 

 
Assign her a place of honor, 
for she has been a faithful servant, 
and has always done her best to please me. 

 
Bless the hands that send her to you, 
for they are doing so in love and compassion, 
freeing her from pain and suffering. 

 
Grant me the strength not to dwell on my loss. 
Help me to remember the details of her life 
with the love she has shown me. 
Grant me the courage to honor her 
by sharing these memories with others. 

 
Let her remember me as well, 
and let her know that I will always love her. 
And when it’s my time to pass over into paradise 
please allow her to accompany those 
who will bring me home. 

 
Thank you, Lord, 
for the gift of her companionship, 
and for the time we had together. 

 
And thank you, Lord, 
for granting me the strength 
to give her to you now. 
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WELCOME TO THE GREAT FAMILY  
 

Dawn, Bruce & Rachel Lockhart – adopted Riley 
Kimberly Wichlen – adopted Sandy 
Ann & Ed Olive – adopted Morgan 

Teresa & Mark Bonner & Family – adopted Toby Tank 
Ronda Dadaub – adopted Scooby 

April Moran – adopted Lizzie 
Karen Frigo – adopted Luke 

Melanie & Doug Roberts – adopted Kyle 
Tresia Ferres – adopted Nahum 

Suzanne Ahlstrom – adopted Missy 
Jennifer & Mike Witwer- adopted Jackson 

Sue Pedone – adopted Max 
Pam Howard – adopted Pogo 

Arlene & Robert Leggett – adopted Sandy 
Elizabeth & Ken Muller – adopted Carly 

 

                                   
                                              When Good Dogs Go and Crossbreed  

(as posted at traveling dogs.com) 
 

Pointer + Setter = Poinsetter, a traditional Christmas pet 
 

Kerry Blue Terrier + Skye Terrier = Blue Skye, a dog for visionaries 
 

Great Pyrenees + Dachshund = Pyradachs, a puzzling breed 
 

Pekingese + Lhasa Apso = Peekasso, an abstract dog 
 

Irish Water Spaniel + English Springer Spaniel = Irish Springer, a dog fresh and clean as a whistle 
 

Labrador Retriever + Curly Coated Retriever = Lab Coat Retriever, the choice of research scientists 
 

Newfoundland + Bassett Hound = Newfound Asset Hound, a dog for financial advisors 
 

Terrier + Bulldog = Terribull, a dog prone to awful mistakes 
 

Bloodhound + Labrador = Blabador, a dog that barks incessantly 
 

Malamute + Pointer = Moot Point, owned by…oh, well, it doesn’t matter anyway 
 

Collie + Malamute = Commute, a dog that travels to work 
 

Deerhound + Terrier = Derriere, a dog that’s true to the end 
 

                       

Please address any communications to greatrescue@comcast.net or Post Office Box 600878, 
Jacksonville, FL 32260-0878.       www.greatrescue.org. 
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