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                  (Brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team!) 

 
AROUND THE RESCUE….. 
 
We’re excited to report that we have rescued our 100th Golden Retriever this year!  To give 
you an idea of how much we’ve grown this year, we rescued 71 Goldens last year.  That’s a lot 
of Gold! 
 
We couldn’t do it without the help of so many generous individuals!  Thanks to those of you 
that open your homes to “ foster” , transport dogs, support us financially, etc.  It takes a Village 
to rescue a Golden! 
 
Our 2nd Annual Tennis Ball Bonanza was held on October 20th and was a huge success 
(more inside). 
 
We are very excited to present our 2008 G.R.E.A.T. Rescue Calendar, which will make 
G.R.E.A.T. holiday gifts for all of your Golden-loving friends!    The calendars are available for 
$15.  Please email us at greatrescue@comcast.net for quick holiday delivery, or download an 
order form from the home page at www.greatrescue.org. 
 
We participated in our first parade two weeks ago in the 53rd Annual St. Augustine Christmas 
Parade.  It was a lot of fun and our Goldens were well-received by the crowd.  Photos will be 
posted on the website soon. We’ll also be walking in the Gator Bowl Parade on December 
31st.     The parade will be televised live on Comcast channels 14 and 99 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
We welcome two new “ fosters”  to our rescue, Trina Lamb and Darlene Nelson!  Thank you, 
ladies!  
 
I hope all of your Goldens are on Santa’s “ nice list” !  Enjoy your holidays! 
 
Judi Brown, President 
 

 
 

We desperately need more fosters, after losing a few this year to new baby arrivals, 
health issues, moving, etc. PLEASE, PLEASE consider becoming a GREAT foster! 

It breaks our hearts to turn away dogs due to lack of foster homes! 
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Welcome to our G.R.E.A.T. Family! 

 
Shannon Summerour adopted Molly  Jesse Peck adopted Maize 
Jane and Scott Neal adopted Mona  Tom & Cheryl Mallow adopted Tess 
Isaias Rodriguez adopted Baxter  Malia, Gary & Mia Finger adopted Surfer 
Mark Huband adopted Lucy   Jennifer and William Taylor adopted Rachel   
Minya Holdeman adopted Ranger  Sheri and Vic Scarborough adopted Roscoe 
Rennie Bailey adopted Connor   Audry and Ed Puletz adopted Lillie 
Karen Smith adopted Carson   Deb and Bob Williams adopted Jack 
Kristina Sealey adopted Hurley   Robin and Stan Tillery adopted Phoebe 
Judi and Reed Brown adopted Jennie  Toni & Mike Freer adopted Chowder 
Robbie Frater adopted Roxy   Dan Tice adopted Sesame 
Joanne Kean adopted Clay   Mike & Lesley Shaffner adopted Barley 
Paul Tarleton adopted Ben   Mary and Hank Coxe adopted Autumn 
Mark Vertrees adopted Sam    
Ingrid and Ron Hughes, adopted “ calendar cover girls”  Faith & Hope 
 
     Schedule of Events 
 
12/31/2007  Watch G.R.E.A.T. Rescue live at the Gator Bowl Parade on Comcast and  
   #14 and #99 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
02/23/2008  N.E. Florida Scottish Games, Clay County Fairgrounds – 10:00 a.m. 
 
04/05/2008  Fifth Annual GoldenFest, Dogwood Park (near Dave & Busters) 
         Please consider donating Silent Auction items. 
 
 
                                         Matching Gifts Program 
 
Does your employer have a matching gifts program?   Why not pick up a donation form and send 
it our way with a gift?  Most companies with a matching gifts program make it simple.  You can fill out 
a short form along with your gift (up to a certain amount) and your company will match it.  It’s not 
difficult, takes little time, and your gift of $25 becomes $50, just like that!    A sampling of companies 
are listed below with matching gifts programs: 
 
Aetna, Allstate, American Express, AmSouth Bank, Anheuser-Busch, ADT, AT&T, Avon,  Bank of 
American, BellSouth, Black & Decker, Caterpillar, Cendant, Century Transport, Charles Schwab, 
Chevron,  Circuit City, City Group, Coach Leather, Convergys, Corning, Compass Bank, CSX,  
Daimler Chrysler, Deloitte & Touche, Delta Airlines, Eckerd, Ernst & Young, Exxon, Florida Coca-
Cola Bottling, Florida Power & Light, Ford, Gap, GATX Capital, General Motors, Hallmark, Hewlitt-
Packard, Home Depot, Humana, IBM, Ingersoll-Rand, ITT, J.P. Morgan, Jefferson-Pilot, Johnson & 
Johnson, Kmart, KPMG, Lincoln Financial, Lucent Technologies, McDonald’s, McKesson, Merck & 
Com, Merrill-Lynch, MetLife, Mobile, Morgan Stanley, Dean Witter, National Financial, Northrop 
Grumman, Office Depot, Pactiv, Pfizer, Pepsi, Pitney Bowes, PNC Bank, Pricewaterhouse, 
Prudential, Publix,  Radio Shack, Regency Group, Schering-Plough, Shell, Sherwin Williams, State 
Farm, SunTrust Bank, Sysco Food Services, Texaco, Wachovia,  Washington Mutual,  Washington 
Post, Winn-Dixie 
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You Know You’re Owned By A Dog When…. 

 
·  You have a mental list of people you would like to spay or neuter.  
·  Running out of paper towels is a household crisis.  
·  You stick fake reindeer antlers on the dog and photograph him 

for your Christmas Cards.  
·  The holy family in the nativity scene are dogs. 
·  Your checks show a dog.  
·  You pray they will someday manufacture Teflon furniture.  
·  You absentmindedly pat people on the head or scratch them behind their ears.  
·  You not only allow dogs on the couch, guests have to sit on the floor because the dog has 

"territorial issues."  
·  You and your vet are on a first name basis.  
·  You tell your children to "heel!" in a grocery store.  
·  You know all the characteristics of a good "stool” 

 
 

            Our Condolences to: 
 
Sue and Bill VanAbs on the loss of their beloved, Ariel, who passed away in November after a 
brave battle against numerous medical problems, which claimed the life of this very gentle 
Golden Girl.  Board member Sue and Bill have been dedicated Fosters for many years – 
presently fostering their 17th Golden.   
 
Judi and Reed Brown on the passing of their sweetheart, Ellie, on September 3rd.  Ellie waited 
for the Browns to return from vacation so she could cross the Rainbow Bridge surrounded by 
her beloved family.  She passed away the day after they returned. 
 
  
 
                  Thank you to our Contributors! 
 
Joanne & Tim Smith for Bentley’s 1st Birthday Jeanne Fisher for sponsorship of Tampa 
Minya Holdeman        Tyler’s medical care 
Ingrid and Ron Hughes     Beth and Jim Morrison 
Judi and Reed Brown in memory of   Karen Marr  
     Ellie and Ariel Van Abs    Sharon Gogerty 
Susan Keegan      Compass Bank 
Chris Ann Gibbs in celebration of Lucy’s  Vic and Sheri Scarborough in memory of   
     1st Anniversary in her forever home!     Ellie Brown and Ariel Van Abs 
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Dere Jack: 

My name is Emma.  I am a beeeeeutiful Golden Retriever.  I like rubber balls.  My favorite one is pink.  My other ball 
glows a funk weird green at night, so I can find it in the dark.  My Dad and Mom found your pickchure on the computer, 
and they told me you need a home.  I have a home and I have plenty of room for you in my  home 2. 

My Dad and Mom say I am 13 yearz old, but I don’t believe them….I like to run and play and be a punk like any trim six-
year-old Goldie. 

The reeeson I am Woo-Woo-Woo Writing iz because my sister Missy went to the Rainbow Bridge last month after she got 
sick.  We all loved her very very very much, and now her leg doesn’t hurt anymore….but I am very very very lonleeey.I 
would like to have a brother to play with, and to be my friend.  I am called “Emma-Kind Dog”, and I especially like other 
Kind Dogs.  ZAT U JACK?!? 

I have lotz of toyz to share, a soft bed for U to sleep on, and a shiny bowl that has been empty lately. I love to go on walks 
each day down our dirt rode.  I say good morning to the cows that live in the fields.  I like to dance with Drgon-Flys, but I 
never catcheded one… we jus play together.  D’YA ‘LYKE TA’PLAY JACK?  My yard is HUUUGE, and da fense keeps 
out the Yappy Dogs next door – they are nice, just Yappy.  Goldies like us have a high level of tolerance for Yapping.  We 
just smile back and watch dem go nuts wit their Yapping. 

My Dad and Mom are pretty cool and funny and kind.  They give me green beans for treats!  IMAGIN DAT JACK!!! 

I like that you are mature, like me--- we will understand each other well. 

If you are every here during a thunderstorm, I will how you the great hiding place behind the bathroom door.  We’ll be safe 
there! I understand the "trash can thing" listed about you... I "table beg" sometimes, just because I can!  Until Mom or Dad 
remindz me not to do that.... but I don©t counter-surf, or chew shoes, or jump on anybody.   

Mom staz home wit me all day, but she just isn©t a Goldie.  Dad plays great with me at night, but you know the drill... they 
just don©t completely get us...  My eyes are bored, I sigh a lot, and I miss the fun of a hairy friend.  WOOD U BE MINE 
JACK?  I AINT MET YA, BU© IT SEEMS I NO A LOT ©BOUT YA, AND I THINK I LUV YA... 

� � � � � �

       (Emma and Jack!)�
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October 20, 2007…. 
 
The lights dim, her festive Halloween tee shirt is removed, there is a stilled hush among the 
crowd in anticipation, and she slowly makes her way to the edge of the pool and stares in wild 
anticipation at the feast before her eyes!  After some hesitation, and with a gentle nudge from 
her Mom, “ Maggie”  is off into a sea of almost 450 numbered tennis balls.  She sniffs, swims 
through the mass of balls, and one by one, she emerges to the side of the pool with the three 
winning tennis balls for the Second Annual Tennis Ball Bonanza.  The winners were: 
 
First Place and awarded:  $1,125.00  Londa Johnson-Malden 
Second Place and awarded: $   667.50 Julie and Herbert Rosier 
Third Place and awarded: $   445.00 Jesse Peck 
 
Thank you to the Scarboroughs for sharing their home to host this exciting fundraiser for 
G.R.E.A.T. and to all of you for supporting it and making it a success!  With $4,450 raised 
through ticket sales and the 50% payout distributed to the winners, G.R.E.A.T. Rescue was 
also a big winner by raising $2,225 for dogs coming into the Rescue.   

 

 
 

Maggie tr ies to figure out how she’ ll fit ALL the tennis balls in her  mouth at the same time. 
(More photos are on the website! Just follow the link on the Events page.) 

 
 
 
 
 

G.R.E.A.T Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. is a 501 ( c)3 not-for-profit organization.  Please address any 
communications to greatrescue@comcast.net or Post Office Box 600878, Jacksonville, FL 32260-
0878 or by telephone at  (904) 501-6899. 

 

G.R.E.A.T. Rescue of NE Florida – Page Five     



 
“ The Puppy Fosters”  

by Kathy Kohlbeck 
 

Recently, my family and I had the privilege of fostering six, five-week-old, Golden Retriever-Lab puppies. Their Mom was Lexie, 
a purebred female Golden who’d been left at an overnight drop kennel outside a shelter in Thomasville, GA, when she was 
VERY pregnant. A few days later, Lexie gave birth to her six, precious pups. The shelter kept the family together until pups could 
be weaned and go “somewhere”. That’s when Judi Brown, GREAT’s President, got a call from a volunteer/rescue angel who 
lives in that area. That “somewhere” soon became my house.  
 
You see, my family is known as “The Puppy Fosters”. We have a Border Collie who does not like any dogs other than the other 
three we own, so it makes fostering big dogs nearly impossible for us. Puppies are fine. What he doesn’t understand is that 
puppies are just “big dogs in the making”, but the less he knows, the better. 
 
Well, when Judi gave me the time and place to meet her and “the new kids”, I had no idea what to expect. Your mind starts to 
wander – “Are they all okay? Will they all make it? How sickly are they? CAN I DO THIS?” As I walked into the exam room at the 
vet’s office and Judi held out a furry, smoosh-faced puppy to me, my heart melted! Instinct made me promptly get the biggest 
whiff of puppy breath my lungs could hold. (Only those with a strong stomach and true puppy fanatics understand this) I was 
smitten. Six gorgeous blonde puppies. Four boys, two girls. All identical. All coming home with me. Deep breath. Here we go. 
 
We loaded the puppies up and before I got on the road, I called my son at home and said “You will not BELIEVE the beautiful 
bunch I’ve got in the back of the van!” He kept asking me what they looked like and I could not seem to find the right words. I just 
kept saying “They are absolutely beautiful…” 
 
When I arrived home, the kids had already set up “Puppy Day Care”, with the X-Pen fence across the garage so we could leave 
the door open and pups couldn’t get out. The kitchen table had been moved to the front room and in its place was a large crate 
and another X-Pen so the pups were inside and safe while we were at work and during the night. Our stash of puppy toys were 
out, dishes ready, soft clean napping blankets on the floor. Our daycare was ready for business! When I pulled up in the drive, 
both kids came running out to help me. As my son opened the back of the van, I heard both of them gasp and confirm what I’d 
been saying all along “They are beeeaaauuuttiiiffuuulll!” Yep, they were smitten too!  
 
Over the course of the next week, we mostly watched the puppies sleep, eat and poop…because at 5 weeks, that’s what they 
do. We gave them each names, and I bought six small cat collars (couldn’t find them small enough in dog collars) in different 
colors so we’d know which puppy was which. We made sure we were on the floor and interacting with them as much as 
possible. I truly believe that a human bond is important at that early age. Since their Momma was now in another foster home, I 
wanted them to know they were still loved and safe. I spent many 5-6am’s snuggled on those blankets before work, getting them 
to settle in after they’d eaten breakfast and enjoyed morning play time. I will forever remember a pup snuggled behind my knees, 
one over my feet, and few curled into my stomach and arms, one with her head draped over my neck. 
 
Personalities started to emerge. There was the troublemaker who didn’t want his brothers and sisters to sleep EVER, the 
innocent little sister who tended to be an instigator, the quiet below-the-radar pup, the strong independent one, the laid-back-
easy-going one, and the Momma’s boy who loved to be held and rocked in my arms. We watched a young pup discover the 
sheer joy of carrying around a squeaky ball while his siblings gave chase. We watched another learn how much fun it is to 
splash around in the water dish. They provided us with many hours of comical, innocent, entertainment. We took more digital 
photos and videos than I ever thought possible. 
 
When adoption time came, we met the most wonderful families. Amazingly, each puppy matched up with a family that perfectly 
fit his/her personality. Many of the new owners asked “How can you foster and not want to keep one?”. The issue is not “not 
wanting to keep one”, it’s knowing that, by fostering, my family and I are able to provide loving families with a new puppy that will 
bring them many years of unforgettable memories. We meet the nicest people when we foster, and in a way, our “rescue family” 
grows bigger and bigger with each adoption. The reward is when we receive follow-up emails with happy stories and photos. We 
cherish those beyond words. 
 
Over the course of the four weeks, I can’t count how many times I said “Thank you God for letting me have the ability to do this, 
to make a difference in these sweet lives.” As exhausting as it was, I’d never felt more peace knowing I was doing what I was 
meant to do…rescuing the life of a precious, once unwanted, puppy. 
 
As for my family… we learned to function on minimal sleep, and now have a whole new stock of Chinese takeout containers.  
We met more neighbors than we ever knew we had. We did so much laundry, I’m expecting a thank you card from FPL and JEA 
any day now. It was a busy, crazy, four weeks…on a wonderful journey we will never forget. I could never thank my husband, 
son and daughter enough for all their hard work and dedication. We are truly a GREAT team. 
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